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RENOVATION, Oe. 


OREIGNE Rs of adverſe 
principles ſpeculate with ad- 


miration and rapture upon the Bri- 
tiſh conſtitution, as a peculiar in- 
dulgence of Providence for diffuſing 
and illuſtrating the ideas of civil-li- 
berty, political equity, and all the 
rational ſocial comforts. Let, then, 
a citizen of this favoured policy be 
indulged in communicating ſome 
candid refleQions upon the probable 
means of perpetuating, and confirm- 


— 


reſts of the parent: ſtate. 
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ing ſuch benefits to the poſſeſſors, 
and even of extending them (in the 
genuine ſpirit of humanity) as far 
as may be conſiſtent with the inte- 


* 


Present times are complained 
of as an age of politicks;---in other 
words, that almoſt every one's 
thoughts are turned towards publick 
affairs. Toke the fat for granted 


what doth it prove ?---Surely, that 


there is ſomewhat at preſent in our 


political ſituation uncommonly in- 
tereſting, which excites and attracts 
general attention.-- May it not be 
prudent then to endeavour to extract 
ſome good out of the evil, or, per- 


haps, 
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haps, even to turn the misfortune to 
advantage? A fortunate thought con- 
cerning publick meaſures may occur 
to one from whom it is not expected; 
and if eommunicated with becoming 
decency, cannot be reprehenſible. In 


this train of thinking, and with this 


view ſolely, the following reflecti- 


ons, ariſing from, and relating to 
the preſent ſituation of our nati - 
onal intereſts, are ſubmitted to the 


eonſideration of the impartial pub- 
lick. 


Ir will be allowed me to take for 
granted, that the Britiſh empire and 
its ſeveral dependencies, cannot long 
continue in their preſent ſtate of 


Con- 


4% 
con ſuſion and ferment.---Some ſet- 


tlement or other mu¹ ſhortly take 


place; aid the more maturely that 


ſettlement be conſidered and digeſt- 
ed, the more firm and permanent, 
and b-neficial to all parties concern- 


ed, it muſt ſurely prove. That a 


gen ral ſtem may be formed, cer- 


tainly advantageous to all the com- 
ponent members of the empire, is 
as evident as that united powers are 
ſtronger than diſperſed; and I will 
preſume to aſſert, that there is no 
want of political Knowledge at this 
day in England, to conſtruct and 
form ſuch a comprehenſive regulati- 


on as may unite all the diſtracted 
forces 
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forces of this widely- extended em- 
pire in the common cauſe of mu- 
tual defence; and in the ſtill more 
extenſive and liberal cauſe of human 
liberty, and the unalienable rights 
of mankind. 


Bor who ſhall ſtand forth to de- 
hver his ſentiments upon fo vaſt a 
fabjec ?---Why—-ſome perſon muſt 
make a beginning ; and to excite 
thoſe who may be better informed, 
accept, in God's name, the follow- 
ing rude ſketch--- 


SurroseE then, that the ſeveral 


_ diſtin parts of the Britiſh empire, 


Ireland, America, and even the Eaſt- 
B India 


C *þ 1 
India Settlements, (the two latter be- 
ing firſt ſub-divided into ſuch diſtindt 
provinces as ſhould be deemed moſt 
convenient) were all firmly united 
as Confederate States with Great- 
Britain each of the remote mem- 


bers to ſend a certain number of re- 


preſentatives to fit in the great Con- 


mon Parliament of the empire, at 


London to conſult jointly upon 


the general intereſts of the confe- 
deracy, and to adjuſt the quota of 
ſupplies to be furniſned by each part 
to the Common-Fund, the treaſury 
of the empire; whilſt every province 


ſhould retain its own diſtinct parlia- 


ment, to regulate its interior police, 


and 
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and the proper means of raiſing its 
proportion of the general ſupply.--- 


A perfectly equal freedom of trade 


to prevail throughout the whole em- 


pire, with a religious eſtabliſhment 


of the moſt liberal and comprehen- 


ſive nature, ſo as probably to leave 


but few diſſenters. And together 


with this eſtabliſhment (which ſhould 
not be ſupported by tythes or any 
tax upon induſtry) the moſt ample 


toleration that publick ſecurity would 


poſſibly admit of. It will be at leaſt 
an innocent amuſement to ſpeculate 
a little upon the probable conſe- 


quences of ſo liberal a conſtitution. 
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Ap ft, as to the ſtrength and 
ſecurity of ſuch a confederacy ---- I 
contend, that the disjointed forces of 
this empire, being heartily united for 


mutual defence (for a common in- 


tereſt, which all ſincerely felt their 
own) would be able, even at preſent, 


to reſiſt any force that there is a pro- 
bability of being brought againſt 
them. The recent efforts of Ame- 
rica, leave, (I apprehend) no doubt 
of this. But the daily additions of 
ſtrength and vigour to ſuch a liberal 
and honourable ſtate, by the conti- 
nual influx of the free, and active, 


and manly ſpirits from all other na- 


tions, are beyond the reach of hu- 


man calculation. 
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1 
Trar ſuch perfection of liberty 
and ſecurity of property, would pow- 
erfully attract the more enlarged 
minds from every other quarter of 
the globe, is, I think, as certain, as 
that any one moral cauſe ſhould pro- 


duce its correſpondent effect. 


Nos can I hefitate to conclude, 
that the very diſperſion and diſtance 
of the aſſociate- members would add 
cConſiderably to the common ſtrength. 

If this, at a firſt glance, ſhould ap- 
pear paradoxical recollect that the 
military force of ſuch an empire 
muſt conſiſt chiefly in its marine; 


and that the number of ſhips and 
ſailors, 
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ſailors, and the excellence of both, 
will naturally be proportioned to the 
quantity of commerce carried on be- 
tween the diſtant parts of the union, 
and the number of perſons em- 
ployed in maritime occupations. -- I 
think we may affirm, therefore, with- 
out danger, that ſuch a naval power 
would ſhortly become ſo formidable, 
as to be able to reſiſt, or rather to 
be out of all danger of being at- 
tacked by any enemy. 


Fon, let any man conſider impar- 
tially the nature and extent of that 
commerce, which muſt (I will ſay) 
neceſſarily be carried on between, 


the ſo remote, but united, members 


of 
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of the confederacy, -- the diverſity 
of climates, and productions, and 
manufactures, and yet unavoidable 
intercourſe and community of /aws, 
and language, and cuſſoms, it would 
be a.ſcene of commerce hitherto un- 
known to the world — and mutu- 
ally beneficial, in a degree not eaſy 
to imagine; as the ſtrictneſs of union 
and ſameneſs of civil-rights andi u- 
zereſts, would render every part of 
this traffick virtually a domeſtic or 


home-trade. 


SUCH is my general idea - that 
the genuine ſpirit of the Britiſb laus 
and conſtitution, and commerce, and 


religion, ſhould be diffuſed through 


a num- 


„ 
a number of moſt intimately-confe- 


derate nations, united under a com- 


mon monarch ; empowered, like his 
preſent M--j--ty, to employ the force 
of the whole when and where ne- 
ceſſary for their general protection; 
aſſiſted by ſuch a council as he ſhould 


chuſe, and ſupported by a legifla- 


ture (of lords and commons) aſ- 
ſembled around him from all parts 
of his dominions. — No matter how 
remote any one of the United Pro- 
vinces lay; nay, if Mr. Carver's idea 
of a ſettlement in the South-ſea 
ſhould ever ſucceed, I contend that 
this aſſociate might both communi- 
cate and receive additional vigour 


and advantage, 
Iam 
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au not to be told that the form- 
ing of ſuch a confederacy would re- 
quire exceedingly great wiſdom and 
abilities: but I have much confi- 
dence in human abilities, when fairly 
and manfully exerted. Shew me the 
degree of ſpirit requiſite for the un- 
dertaking, and I ſhall be little ſoli- 
citous about the ſucceſs, -- Nay, even 
J will preſume to mention a mode 
by which the difficulty of the exe- 
cution may be much leſſened, and 
by which any original errors may 
afterwards be corrected without any 
alarming degree of difficulty or dan- 
ger. 

Derrzulx upon, and aſcertain, 


at the formation of this confederacy, 


C ſome 
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ſome reaſonably diſtant fixed. pe- 
riods for bringing all back as it were 
to their firſt principles and origi- 


nal compact — I:gal, conſtitutional 


epochs of renovation; when all and 
each of the united ſtates ſhould be 
perfectly free to withdraw from the 
aſſociation, if any judged itſelf real- 
ly aggrieved; -- and when ſuch cor- 
ruptions as had crept into the ad- 
miniſtration might be peaceably re- 


dreſſed without tumult or violence. 


I am perfectly aware that mini/ters 
may not much reliſh ſuch ſtated re- 


novations; but I am enquiring what 


is right and practicable to a reaſon- 
able degree of virtue; -- and as to 


miniſ- 
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miniſters of venality and corruption 


| ſneering at the enthuſiaſm of ſuch 


Eutopian reveries -- I will be bold 
to ſay, that they cannot deſpiſe my 
intellefs more than I contemn their 
hearts. 

Sou ſuch pre-determined periods, 
then, as above-mentioned, I perſiſt 
to be indiſpenſably neceſſary and 
eſſential to the equity (and conſe- 
quently to the firmneſs) of any po- 
litical union; more eſpecially to the 
union of ſates of very different na- 
tural force Recollect for an inſtant 
that union with which we are beſt 
acquainted :---not to mention the 
Amphyctionick, Hanſcatick, Helve- 


tic or Dutch confederacies. 
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Wuo on this day could preſume 
to determine what proportion of the 


common expences Ireland, or any 


ſub-diviſion of America, or the Eaſ- 


tern Aſſociate propoſed, ought to 


contribute even ſeven years hence, 


after an unlimited freedom of trade? 
The 1dea may be new, but if juſt, 
truth will gradually make its way. 


Bur would it not follow, that ſome 


of the confederate ſtates might pro- 
bably wiſh to diſſolve the connecti- 


on, at ſuch periods as here propoſ- 
ed, and thereby greatly embarraſs, 


and throw the others into confuſion & 


I Have conſidered, and am not 
in the leaſt apprehenſive of this con- 


ſequence; 


3 
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ſequence; for the greatneſs and proſ- 
perity of the whole depending upon 
the union of powers and intereſts, 1t 
becomes the obvious /elf-intereſt of 
every part to preſerve all the mem- 
bers as united as poſſible; that is, 
to proportion the common burthen 
as fairly and equitably to the abili- 
ties of each, as the nature of things 
will allow; and to draw forth and 
afford full ſcope and exertion to the 
ſeveral powers of every confederate. 
When this is done, there will be 
little cauſe of complaint, nor any 
tendency to ſeparation of intereſts. 


But inſtead of argument or further 


diſcuſſion of this point, look at the 
Dutch 


6220 
Dutch and Swiſs confederacies; and 
I apprehend the queſtion will re- 


quire little further examination.--- 


To reſume our theory then of 
appointing originally certain fixed 
periods for reconſidering the ſtate 


of the united empire, and of all 
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the members, and bringing all back 


again to the principles of their firſt 
contract,---what is there in this (fo 
'!' obviouſly equitable ordinance) to 
46 alarm the fears or excite the jealou- 
| 5 ly of the parental prime conſede- 
0 {i rate, more than in ordinary meet- 
Wi! ing of parhament? miniſters, we 
know, diſlike trouble; and perhaps 
with that even the ordinary annual 
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ſupplies could be raiſed without 
much diſquiſition or canvaſſing.--- 
but it is the daſtardly ſpirit of this 
trifling age which creates all the ter- 
rors of ſuch bug-bears. Why ſhould 
a truly Britiſh ſenate ſtart at adjuſt- 
ing the pretenſions, and ſettling the 
various claims of its political off- 
ſpring, and affociate-citizens, thro' 
all quarters of the globe? I firmly 
believe, that ſuch important dignifi- 
ed aſſemblies, where affairs of ſo 
great moment were to be tranſacted, 
would rouſe and keep alive the hu- 
man powers; would excite the moſt 
virtuous emulation thro” all parts of 
the empire; would prevent many of 


the 


13 
the enervating effects of extreme 
proſperity, and give new force, in 
ſome degree, to human nature. Con- 
vinced J am, that there is not more 
trouble, or danger, to be dreaded, 
than from a meeting of the deputies 
of the ſeven united provinces. But 
conſider now for an inſtant how o- 
ther branches of the confederacy 
muſt probably receive and be affect- 


ed with ſuch a fender of alliance. 


Autrica ſurely muſt. readily ac- 
cept, and rejoice in, a propoſal, 
which puts an effectual end to the 
now 1dle and miſcrable diſpute about 
the word dependence; which grants 
all, and more than ſhe has ever laid 


claim 
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claim to; and whilſt it reconciles 
brethren and friends, elevates their 
impoveriſhed drooping country to a 
level and political equality with Eng- 
land. It ſtrikes me that the continent 
of North America (excluſive of Cana- 


da) might conveniently be divided 


into three provinces ; each of which 


ſhould ele and ſend a certain num- 
ber of repreſentatives to fit in the 
general houſe of commons at London; 
nor could there, I conceive, be any 
material difficulty in forming an »þ- 
per aſſembly, in plain Engliſh, a 
houſe of lords, in each province ; 
and even in fixing a liberal religious 
eſtabliſhment to be ſupported entire- 


ly by lands. 
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Ix:L.anD alſo, would furely re- 
Joice in the idea and unknown be- 
nefits of a free and equal trade; and 
will ſoon be able to contribute ef- 
fectually to the common expence, 
without breaking in upon the real 
commercial advantages of Great Bri- 


tain, in any one inſtance. 


Tur ſettlement of the Eaſt, and 
why not the Weſt Indies, upon a 
ſimilar footing, is a matter which 
would not occaſion inſuperable dif- 
ficulties to a great mind. Chatham, 
{ am convinced, would ave de- 
lighted in the employment. Eve- 
ry part of the ſcheme, I perſiſt, is 
certainly praCticable: Time will 

ſhew 
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ſhew whether a better hath been pur- 
ſued. | 


Axp now let us examine candidly 
whence the difficulties may proceed 
of carrying the plan, here propoſed, 


into execution. 


Tun commons of England, it 
may be thought, would be too nu- 
merous by the addition of ſo many 
new members - But let ſo many rot- 
ten boroughs be lopt off as may make 
room for the additional extra- aſſo- 
ciates- - Would not the conſtitution 
of the parent ſtate be avowedly re- 
lieved and envigorated by the am- 


putation? 
D 2 Bur 
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Bur thall American and Iriſh, &c. 
&c repreſentatives be admitted to 
determine upon the interior intereſts 
and concerns of Great Britain ?--- 
No, if you diſlike it: Let the pe- 
culiarly Engliſh members do their 


own buſineſs, like the parliaments 


of the other ſtates ; but let all deli- 
berate and decide jointly upon the 


£-mmon intereſts of the empire. 


Bor ſhall then America and Ire- 
land be admitted to a free partict- 
pation of that commerce, the eſta- 
bliſhment and protection of which 
has loaded England with ſuch an 
immenſe debt? Shall they partake 


of the benefits without bearing any 


part 


| G oo | Fo 

part of the burthen? -- Far be ſuch 
an idea from any liberal, equitable 
mind. Let the burthen be fairly 
proportioned and diſtributed accord- 
ing to the real abilities of the ſeve- 
ral united powers, and no part of 
the empire, I am firmly convinced, 
ſhall have juſt cauſe to complain of 
the weight. But I ſpeak of the in- 
tereſt of the preſent debt, excluſive- 
ly of that abomination of corrup- 
tion, that infamous aggregate of 
uſeleſs places, the ſource of all cur 
political calamities, no part of which 
any other nation can poſſibly be 
expected to ſubmit to. I muſt a- 
gain repeat, that I pay not the leaſt 
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attention to what may be palatable 
to certain perſons. A ſhort time may 
render that neceſſary which is now 

ſneered at. Reaſon and juſtice ſay, 
- -let Great Britain ſtrike off one 


million annually, of her infamouſly 


_ debilitating and corroding civil liſis, 
together with thoſe receptacles of 


the poiſon, the ven boroughs, and 
ſuppoſing even one other million of 
the navy, and other avmiinon expences 
to be undertaken by her confederate 
allies; I ſay, the relieving the ma- 
nuſactures and trade of England 
from ſuch a load, and the conſe- 
quent immenſeinflux of wealth, muſt 
ſhortly lower intereſt ſo as to reduce 

the 


4689880 
the national debt beyond the con- 
ception of our little politicians. 


| 
In fact, the wealth of England 


would ſoon become the great danger 
that real wiſdom and virtue would 
have to guard againſt. Ireland, A- 
merica, the Faſt and Weſt-Indies, 
all joining to ſupport the common 
expences, and all enabled by their 
growing wealth and trade, to take 
and conſume a tenfold quantity of 
| Britiſh manufactures! London, the 
centre of all the riches and ſplendor 
of the empire, conſequently of arts, 
of elegance, of faſhions, and of 
knowledge, would, no doubt, be 
endangered by luxury and the natu- 
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ral conſequences of affluence and 
proſperity ; but the activity and ve- 
getation of the members would keep, 
even the pampered head in health 


and ſpirits. It would be ſuch a mo- 


narchy in point of ſplendor and ſo- 


Iid proſperity as never yet has exiſt- 
ed; and in the hands of providence, 


would be the means of diffuſing 


right notions of liberty and com 


merce, and civiligation and pure re- 


lig ion, thro' the whole circuit of the 


globe. An idea, ſurely, not unwor- 
thy the attention of a liberal mind. 


Ler me remark, however, (whilſt 


we have a plan of renovation, and 


of 
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of deliverance from corruption, be- 
fore us) that what of all things 
ſhould be moſt ſtrictly limitted and 
guarded againſt at the very founda- 
tion, is the ſending out perſons from 
the parent ſtate to the different em- 
ployments (eſpecially the civil offices) 
of the confederate countries. The 
reaſons of this are ſurely too obvi- 
ous to be explained. The geverners, 
indeed, or lords lieutenants, ſhouid 
be nominated by the crown; and I 


ſhould wiſh the 7 family to ſup- 


ply capable and ſufficient deputies. 


The military forces of the whole 


empire muſt alſo be peculiary con- 


E nected 
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nected with the crown; but all other 
employments ſhould, with the ut- 
moſt ſcrupulouſneſs be filled by ra- 
tives; and I contend, that the diffi- 
culty would not be great, of finding 
a ſafe and fit method of thus ſup- 
plying them. 


Here I ade the ſplendor and 


dignity of the crown will be object- 


ed; and if men will ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be dazzled with words in- 
ſtead of realities, there is no reaſon- 
ing upon the ſubject. But what can 
be (I will ſay) ſo ſplendid, ſo truly 


glorious for any prince upon earth, 


as 
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as to be the fiſt, the ruler, the con- 
dluctor, the legal and Leloved ſove- 
reign of the freeft and happieſt, and 
moſt powerful empire in the uni- 
verſe? What can he have to with 
| ſor his own magnificence and true 
greatneſs, that ſhall not inſtantly be 
complied with? The confederate 
nations may contend amongſt them- 
ſelves occaſionally, about the quota 
of their reſpective taxes. It will reſt 
with the crown to regulate and com- 
poſe their differences. They will, no 
doubt, at times complain and remon- 
ſtrate againſt miniſters. Still miniſters 
(in ſuch an empire able ones) will 

> be 


= ut 
be found; and amidſt the conteſts 
of the few political leaders, the 
_ cauſe of liberty and truth, and juſ- 
tice, of free commerce and general 
civilization, will be preſerved ſecure 
and ſacred. C rruption will unqueſ- 
tionably attempt to creep in at e- 
very poſſible inlet; but the ſtated 
periods of renovation above- menti- 
oned, will entrap and ſtrangle the 
monſter before it be grown to a dan- 
gerous degiee of ſtrength: whilſt 
the vigour and manlineſs of the re- 
preſentatives of riſing ſtates, con- 
traſted with the narrow debilitated 
politicks of enervated luxury, will 
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roule and give a ſpring to even the 


offspring of effeminacy and decripi- 


tude, and produce a new vegetation 


1n, and a renovation of, the almoſt 


hopeleſs trunk. 


To draw theſe looſe thoughts to 


a determined and practicabl- point: 


Tnar the preſent period of Ame- 
rican negociation, is a favourable 
criſis for reforming the inveterate a- 
buſes of Great Britain, for renwat- 
ing the vigour of its enſeebled em- 
pire, and that nothing is wanting to 
to take this advantage of it, but a 
due degree of virtuous intention and 


( 38 ) 


ſpirit, is as obviouſly certain as 


our preſent miſery and perplexity.--- 


A BeGiNNING may naturally be 
made, by the union of the firſt A- 
merican province which will nego- 
ciate; why not Nova Scotia; the 
example of which will induce other 
provinces to come in. The lopping 
off ſome decayed boroughs and 


obnoxions finecures is ſo obviouſly 


right and conſtitutional, that nothing 


but the unhappy exertion of the in- 
fluence of the c---n can now pre- 
vent it; and that exertion in the 
oppoſite direction, would as certain- 


ly attract the affection and conft- 


dence 


„ N — 


& 
# 


2-7 
dence of all the virtuous part of the 
nation, as it now naturally repels 
and alienates them. 


Ixvian and JTriſh ſettlements 
would follow of courſe; and a few 
ſeſhons of parliament, perhaps one, 
might give riſe to the empire of li- 
berty and virtue; and ſtifle in em- 
bryo many ſecret plans of Ariſto- 


cratical confederacy. 


A word before we part 
To have attempted to rule the 
Britiſh empire not by a faction. to 
have thrown open the R-y-l favour 
indiſ- 


| 
1 


\ 
4 
$4 


— — 
2 

= 
. amd 7 


— 


— —— — CT — 


— 


p — —. a : — 
. EST 


o 
* 
+ 
. 
5 
* 
1 
* 
Fs 
"il 
de 
3 


x 

F. 

6 
a 
by. 
TI-BA 
$4894 
4 
ir 
1 : 
T7 
5 
49 


— — TC 


—— — 


— 


640 
iniſcriminately to all who ſhould be 
judged worthy, — to deſite and to 
have endeavoured to be ſovereign 
and father of the whole nation with- 
out 19vidious diſtinctions, or mean 


jealouſies, was truly princely and 


patriotick, let who will endeavour 


to miſrepreſent ſuch conduct. 


But to deſcend to the infamouſly 
mean track of corruption. --= to ſub- 
mit to purchaſe the ſupport of the 
moſt profligate ; and to procure the 
means of this, by oppreſſing and 
alienating the hearts of all the vir- 


tuous and induſtrious; to have no 


friend, 


1 32 
friend, no ſervant, no well-wiſher, 
but thoſe who have been bought in 
a word to condeſcend to be the ul- 
timate ſource of general corruption 
and profligacy, and meanneſs; and ti- 
midly to judge this neceſſary for pri- 
vate ſecurity and eaſe, —if this be to 


rule F Q is 


On the contrary, to aſſume the 
manlineſs, the liberality of judging 
all this meanneſs unneceſſary, to de- 
termine not to deſcend to ſuch lo 
arts, to reject, to hurl defiance at 
profligacy and corruption, and to 
erect the ſtandard of virtue by cut- 
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( 42 ) 
ting off the ſources of venality, and 


preſuming magnanimouſly upon the 


ſupport and confidence of the vir- 


tuous : If there be a heart inſenſible 
of the difference, „ , I have 


done. 


POS TSEU NI. 


H E fingle eſſential Being to 
effect the abolition of uſcleſs 
employments and unconſtitutional bo- 
roughs, be this the ſingle criterion 


of a patriotic K-—- or miniſter. 


The oppoſition which ſhall con- 
vince this country that it fincerely 


aims at this end will be effectually 
ſupported : all other oppoſition is 


worſe than nugatory. 
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Tue admirable Newton expedites 


the concluſion of his optical diſco- 


veries, by poſtulating what had al- 


ready been proved and known upon 
the ſubject: may we. not ſecurely 
poſtulate the following truths in Bri- 
tiſh politicks? No place-bill can 
be ſo contrived but that it may be 


eluded, when the obligation of an 


cath is diſregarded, 


As far as parliamentary influence 
is exerted 1n advancing to employ- 
ments, it tends to prevent and blaſt 
merit in the reſpective f rofeſſions, and 
extinguiſhes affection to govern- 
ment. 

Axr 


( 45 ) 
Ax eſtabliſhment, civil or eccle- 
ſiaſtical, that will not reform ac- 
knowledged abuſes, profeſſes to ſub- 
ſiſt, not by conviction, but oppreſ- 
ſion. 


To. attempt to extend prerogative 
illegally, has ſomewhat of manlineſs 
and ſpirit in it, like the open vio- 

lence of robbing on the highway; 
but to carry matters by ſkulking cor- 
ruption, betrays the low filching 
ſpirit of petty-larceny, and picking 
of pockets.—-PFie upon it. 


To aſſert that “every man has 
his price, and may be corrupted,” 
is infamouſly falſe and blaſphemous. 

The 
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The general belief of it would be 


more deſtructive to virtue than the 


entire ſyſtems of Hobbes and Roche- 
3 foucault: God certainly requires no 
| | duty that is not perfectly practicable. 
1 In the moſt abandoned ages of the 
1 moſt profligate ſtates, there have 
1 been ſouls that preferred the conſci- 
4 ouſneſs of rectitude to the ſtrong- 
[1 eſt temptations ; and in Britain, at 
75 this day, a great majority, I truſt, 
ill believe in a God and the im- 
5 mortality of the ſoul, in ſpite of 
i the progreſs of corruption and in- 
. fidelity. 
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